
TOWN OF GRAND RAPIDS 
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 

April 15, 2008  -- 7:00 p.m. 
 
Meeting Place:  Grand Rapids Municipal Building, 2410 48th Street South, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 
Present:  Chairman Don Bohn, Supervisors Arne Nystrom, Jeanne Fehrman, Ed Hellner and Bill 
Clendenning, Clerk Judy McLellan, Treasure Kris Ginter 
 
Notices of the meeting were legally posted at The Store in Kellner, the Grand Rapids Garage and the Grand Rapids Municipal 
Building, and published in the Daily Tribune.  
 
Chairman Don Bohn called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Sixteen (16) residents were in attendance.  
 

1. Approve minutes of Public Budget Hearing and Special Town Meeting of November 20, 
2007.  

  Motion by Scott Bernette, seconded by Ray Weber, to approve the minutes. Motion carried.  
2. 2007 Audited Financial Statement 

The books were audited by Schenck, S.C. in Jan. of 2008.  The Management’s Discussion and 
Analysis was available. Motion by Scott Bernette, seconded by Shirley Klapperich to approve 
2007 Audit as presented. Motion carried.  

3. Reports: 
• Kris Ginter, Treasurer, stated that in 2007 the town earned interest of $65,477.07. The 

interest earned so far in 2008 is not showing the same good returns. To date the town’s share 
of collected taxes amounts to $ 850,876.53. Remainder of the town’s tax money will be 
received in August as settlement from County-- $340.943.47. As of December 31, 2007 total 
debt amounted to $330,000.  

• Dennis Krause, Acting Police Chief, gave an overview of the past year. In 2007 the police 
department received 3,509 calls for service. A break down of these calls was available. A 
third squad was added to the fleet in 2007. State and Federal Grant money was used to 
purchase a digital video system for one of the squads, replaced one of our outdated PBT 
units, equipped two of the squads with laptop computers. Officer Wiltse has taken over as the 
Evidence Technician after Officer Slinkman’s resignation. Officer Krause also wished to 
extend a huge “Thank-you to all of our part time police officers who helped cover the open 
shifts during our personnel shortage in the last few months and an extra thank you to our two 
administrative assistants for everything they do to make the police department and town run 
smoothly.  

• Scott Bernette, Fire Chief, stated that again the Fire Department was at full staff for the fifth 
year in a row which includes a full time chief, nine officers, thirty-nine members and ten 
associate members. In 2007 we responded to 132 calls, up from 100 in 2006. The largest 
increase was in structure fires, vehicle accidents, RIT calls and mutual aid calls. In 2007 the 
department was able to secure three grants. They included $500 from Wal-Mart, $38,000 
which was a 95/5 matching grant from the Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program, and 
$1907 which was a 50/50 matching grand from DNR. In 2007, 270 businesses were inspected 
in the Towns of Grand Rapids, Grant and Saratoga. A total of 540 regular inspections and 64 
re-inspections were done.  

• Lorelei Fuehrer, Building Inspector, reported the 2007 saw 11 new homes, 6 fewer than in 
2006. Average cost of a new home was $159,227, up $1409 from 2006. Total number of 
building permits (including remodeling, fences, sheds and garages) was 156. Total permit 
fees collected were $13,060.  

• Raymond Weber, Planning Commission Chairman, reported that three Certified Survey 
Maps were approved, combining or splitting parcels, resulting in a net increase of four lots. 
Eighteen Conditional Use Permits were granted. Land Use Permits totaled 7 for the year. 
Three parcels were rezoned and two annexations occurred in 2007. 



• Harold Thalacker, Zoning Appeals Chairman, was not able to make the meeting but it 
was stated that the Zoning Appeals Board did not have any activity in 2007. 

• There was no report from the Sanitary Commission.  
• Ed Hellner, Recycling & Garbage Committee, stated that in 2007 the per capita was 163.54 

pounds per residents up from 146.96 in 2006. Total recycled and waste product tons were 653 
and 3483.42 respectively. 412 Compost passes were purchased in 2007. Supervisor Hellner 
stated that the Recycling and Garbage Committee plans on asking for public involvement, so 
if anyone would be interested in working with Supervisor Hellner and Supervisor 
Clendenning they should give them a call.  

• Judge Dave Grace, Municipal Court, stated that the Municipal Court is in its third year. In 
2007, the paid fines amounted to $90,029.08 with $55,168.34 staying in the Town of Grand 
Rapids. A listing of citations by offense that were processed through the Municipal Court was 
available to residents.   

 
4. Set compensation for elective Town officers under Wis. Stats. 60.32. 

Motion by Ray Weber, seconded by Tom Heiser to approve a 3% increase of board salaries and 
per diems. Motion carried 

5. Set date fir 2008 Public Budget Hearing and Special Town Meeting.  
Motion by Shirley Klapprich, seconded by Ray Weber to set the date for 2008 Public Budget 
Hearing and Special Town Meeting to be November 18, 2008. Motion carried. 

6. Unfinished Business: None 
7. New Business: Ray Weber asked if the pitch on the ditches will be addressed when the city is 

finished running the sewer and water pipes on Washington Street and 48th Street. Chairman Bohn 
responded that the city as agreed to return all ditches and roadways to the conditions that existed 
prior to the project.  
Shirley Klapprich asked if the town had noticed the erosion along Wazeecha Ave. Chairman 
Bohn responded that it has been noticed and will be addressed by our road crew.  
Ray Weber asked for an update on the Urban Cranberry annexation. Chairman Bohn responded 
that to his knowledge the city and Urban’s are looking at the fall of 2009 for the annexation. Ray 
asked what route the utilities would be brought in to Urban’s. Chairman Bohn stated that they 
would be bringing the utilities in through the backside of the Wis. Rapids East Side Industrial 
Park.  
Chairman Bohn told the residents that the town in conjunction with the City of Wisc. Rapids, 
will be re-doing 32nd Street between Washington St. and Chestnut St. this summer. Construction 
will include widening the street and installing curb.  
Tom Heiser asked if there were any plans for extending Peach St. Chairman Bohn stated that if 
the proposed Technology Park at MSTC goes through this is included in those plans. 
 

  Motion by Tom Buss, seconded by Ray Weber to adjourn. Motion carried 
  

Meeting adjourned 7:54 p.m. 
 

Minutes subject to board approval.  
 

Respectfully submitted and approved 
 this _________ day of __________________, 2008 

 
 

 Judy McLellan 
 Town Clerk 

 
 


